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Arx that hath paſs'd between the Counirs K 
OF 11 
GREAT BRITAIN and SPAIN, Wc. 


— 


s it is the Duty of every Eu- 

Lgiiſeman to ſupport the Ho- 
nour of his Country, on which 
the Intereſt of it eſſentially 


the Suſpicion of uniyerſal Contempt abroad, 
and Diſcontent at home, to enquire into the 
Cauſes of them; That is, whether it hath 
1 from unavoidable Accidents 

the natural Courſe of T bing or from the 


Inſufficiency and Tameneſs of our Miniſter, 
to ſay no worſe. | 


B The 


1 
The Depredations committed upon our 
Merchants, the barbarous Uſage of our Sea- 
men, and the Inſults offer'd to the Nation, 
for many Years paſt, without any Reparation 
or Redreſs, notwithſtanding repeated Com- 
plaints and frequent Promiſes, is certainly 
one Cauſe of Diſcontent, and a very juſt one 
too, not only amongſt the immediate Sufferers, 
but. the whole Nation, which is affected by 
themz for. it is demonſtrable that what ob- 
ſtruts our foreigu Commerce and Navigation, 
maſt affect our domeſtick Trade and Ma- 
nufattures ;. which conſequently ftrikes at 
the Foundation of the whole Landed and 
Monied Intereſt of this Kingdom. — But L 
will haſten to the preſent Point. 
Great ExpeQtations were given us from the 
LATE CONVENTION between Great Britain 
and Spain; and every Body was impatient 
to ſee it. But it was no ſooner publiſh'd, 
than it ſeem'd to amaze the pretended Friends, 
as well as the reputed Enemies of the Go- 
derument; Engliſhmen as well as Foreigners; 
the corrupted as well as the * 
Even the moſt abject Tools. and ſervile Flat- 


terers hung down their Heads, and for once 
ſhew'd ſome Regard for Modeſty, by being 
abſolutely ſilent upon this Occaſion. ONE 
Max only bluſters and bullies, to whom all 
the I is owing, if there ſhould be any; 
fince He avowedly took the whole Cond by 
«es 0 
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of it upon Himſelf, and declar'd that He 
alone was anſwerable for it. He ſcorn'd to 
make uſe of the mean, but common Excuſes 
of Mmiſters, that They act by their Maſter's ' 
Orders. He call'd it a frivolous Pretence to 
ſay, that a Miniſter is accountable only for his 
8wn C „in a particular Department, be- 
ing likewiſe anſwerable for all the Errors, 
which the Croum may commit, by his Ad- 
vice, Approbation, or Conſent. — Nay, He: 
went farther, and added this remarkable Ex- 
preſſion, — © How ſhall I be able to ſhew' 
my Face again in this Houſe, if I do not 
« procure full Reparation for the Honour of 
« the Nation, as well as for the Loſſes of our 
« Merchants?” att a 

If one Mini ſter allows Himſelf, in this man- 
ner, to be anſwerable for whatever is done, 
He muſt have the ſole Power; and Thoſe, 
who were formerly eſteemed to have a Share in 
the Councils and Adminiſtration of Affairs from 
the Places They poſſeſs d, muſt now be con- 
tent to wear his Trappmegs. Whatever Mea- 
ſures are follow'd, they are his own. The 
ſacred Name of Majeſty, ſo often made uſe of 
formerly to throw a Veil over the Actions of 
— — cannot be any longer prophaned in 
this Manner. It is the peculiar Happineſs of 
our Nation, that our KiNGs can do no wrong, 
in the Eye of the Law ; but our oxy af are 
anſwerable for every Thing; and thereto 


re if our 
B 2 | preſent 


We find by 
ing the many Complaints of our Merchants, 


(4) 


preſent Miniſter, in this Caſe deſerves Cenſure, 


the united Voice of all Europe, from the well» 
known Character of his Majeſty, in every Re- 
ſpect, and particularly in Relation to this Affair, 
will conclude, as every Eugiiſbman juſtly does; 
and the Honour of the Nation may be retriev d 
by it; ſince the Prince and the Peqpie are not 
blameable in any Reſpect, but one May only; 
tor Ignominy and Contempt can never be fix d 
upon any but Thoſe who deſerve it. 51 
Nothing therefore can be of greater Ad- 
vantage to the Nation, than to have hi6 


Matter thoroughly diſcuſs d; that the People, 


as well as their Repreſentatives, may be fully 
inform'd in ſo important a Point; that Stam 
gers may ſee whether the Nation, or the Mi- 
uiſter alone, deſerves Reproach ; or whether 
any is due to either. Side-wind Approbar 
tions, and anniverſary Compliments prove too 
much; but a ſtrict Examination will ſhew 
who deſerves Praiſe, and who Cenſure. II 
it ſhould appear, after ſuch an Enquiry, that 
what is done is right, it will be for the Ho- 
nour both of the Nation and the Miniſter, 


But if it ſhould be wrong, it will be certainly 


follow'd by Cenſure, from the united Voice 
of the People ; and Corruption muſt once more 
give Wey to a; for ever prevail. | 


xperience, that notwithſtand- 


repeated Applications to Parliament, Ad- 
dreſſes 


dreſſos to the Three, and the ſtrongeſt Aſs 
ſarances of Redreſs from thence'; all hath 
ended in nothing but Inſults and Depredgr 
tiaus, With an nneommon Contempt of the 
Power and Wiſdam of this Nation. Inſtead 
of Redreſs, We have been call'd upon for 
Supplies; and thoſe Supplies employ d in the 
ryice of Spain, and for eggrendizing that 
cer, which. diſputes with Us the Freedom 
of the Seas, and claims a Dominion, where 

ty have no Right nor Power to maintain 
it. Every Body will ſee that I bere mean 
the fitting out 2 Fleet, at a vaſt Expence, in 
order to carry Don Carlos to thoſe Dominions 
We had- obtain'd for Him; and tho We were 
not truſted with his owe Ferfon, yet We had 
the Honour of conveying and introdueiug his 
Troops, — If theſe are the Fruits of our te- 
dious Negotiations, and thoſe Negotiations 
have coſt Us ſo many Millions, without Effect, 
it muſt be aſcribed to Thoſe, who, for Want 
of knowing what the Rrgbts of the Nation 
were, or for ſome private Ends, have wan- 
der'd out of the Way; have weaken'd thoſe 
Rights, which They ought to have aſſerted, 
and brought upon Us the Reproach from 
Spain of not underſtanding our own Treaties, 
It therefore becomes a neceſſary Conſidera- 
tion to enquire, firſt, how our Rzghts came 
to be brought into Queſtion ; how far they 
are weaken'd by Thoſe, whoſe Duty it was 
| | | 0 
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to have defended them; how far the Interpo- 


fition. of Parliament, the Sufferings of our 
Merchants, and the Loſs of our Trade have 
been regarded, in our late Negotiatioms and 
Treaties ; by which We ſhall more clearly 
underſtand the Nature and Cauſes of our 
Differences, and whether the late Convention 
is an adequate Remedy, in our preſent Caſe, 
fince it was unanimouſly agreed, but laſt Year, 
by the King and both Houſes of Parliament, 
as well as the Voice of the People, that We 
ought to allow of No SEARCH. 

Our ancient Rights in America, by Nad, 
were ſo far from being weaken d by the Treaty 
of Utrecht, that the particular Manner,” in 
which they are confirm'd, are rather Ex- 
tenſions of them. But F muſt confeſs 
that the A ſento Contract, which, even at 
the Time it was obtain d, was never thought 


to be any great Benefit to the Nation, is now 


turn'd out (by the Manner, in which it was 
granted, by making Ourſelves accountable to 
y_>m for the Profits, -and by the rich Depoſit 

e are neceſſitated to put into their Hands) 
to the greateſt Diſadvantage, by fteventing 
us from making Reprizals for any other In- 


juries. 


In the Year 1718, the Loſſes, which our 
Merchants had *till chat Time ſuſtain'd, were 
ſet forth by the Miniſters, and not by Them- 


_ It was urg d by Theſe, who then 


oppos'd 


$a 


oppos'd Them, and are now in Power, that 
they; were enhanced and aggravated, to ſerve 
a particular * — Ihe Complaint, at 
that Time, hiefly, if not ſingly, from 
the Number of Ships taken in the «the of 

Campeachy, which were cutting of Log 
The Cauſes of our 7 ent e 
and the Reaſons on whic # they re ounded, 
ſeem to'be of later Days. — The K of 
1721 (a Treaty, which does not e our 
Approbation upon any other Account) renew'd 
and confirm d all our former Treaties, and his 
late Majeſty comm unicated it to his Parlia- 
ment, ſoon afterwards, — Both Houſes imme- 
diately congratulated Him upon the Renewal 
of ail our Treaties\iof Commerce with Spain. 
f there have been any Objectrons to the 
mercantile Part F the Treaty, with Reſpect 
to the preſeut Conſideration, they have not 
been heard of in Public. But whenever 
that Treaty is named, it ought not to be for- 
got Who enjoyed the ſame Flaces, as They 
do at preſent. 
From this Time, We heard no more of the 
Complaints and Loſſes of our Merchants, till 
the Year 1726; when it was the pretended 
Cauſe of ſending out two mighty Fleets for 
their Protection; the one under Sir John Jen- 
nings, and the "other under Admiral Hoſier. 
Then, indeed, the dormant Sufferings and In- 
Juries of our Traders were ſounded to the high- 
eſt 


eſt: Pitch, in order to colour other Motoves, as 
Time hath ſufhciently evincd — By whatwas 
urg d, by our Ainiſters, at that Time, there 


are * bluſterimg and higb Words eno 


batk'd 


by no one Alion, ſtating no ove Fact, not 


any one Aſſertion of our particular Rights, in 
Oppolitionto the groundleſs andunwarrantable 
Pretenſions of the Spariards — On the contra» 
ty, They anſwer'd our laints, and aſſer- 
ted their pretended Rights openly and ayowed- 
ly They fad, + © the King, their Maſter, 


das more juſtly ſurprized that ſuch giaring 


« Heſt#ities ſhould be pretended to be juſti- 
« fd, by the Pretext that Juſtice hack not 
& been done, upon the Complaints 
« of Mr. Gtauhope, with Reſpet to ſo many 
« fEmghfp Ships, which, as it is exaggerated, 
« have been taken and pillag'd by the G 
« 4a Coſtas of his Majeſty in the Indies; it 
being evident that mo 2 Cafe of any 
« ſich Prizes hath yet been ſeen. What is 
« certain is, that Eugliſb Ships, and Ships of 
« ther Nations, which have been attack d 
and taken in thoſe Seas, were contraband 
and good Prige, becauſe of the unlauiul 
« Commerce They exercis'd, or endeayour'd' 


”—_— 


—— 
— — — — 


* See Letters and Memorials between the Miniſters of 
the Courts of Great Britain, France and Spain --- Prin- 
ted by Samuel Buckley. 

F Letter from the Marguis de Pozobueno ; p. 47. 
| 0 to 
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« to exerciſe in the Indies — The very 
© PLACES only, where they were met and 
taken, is a ſufficient Proof of a Navigation 
ce forbid by the Tenor of Treaties”— This 
was not only anſwering our Complaints, but an 


explicit Aſſertion of pe pretended Rights, 


Which is the Subject of out preſent Conſidera- 


tion — It will therefore be neceſſary to find 


the Senſe of our Miniſters, upon this Claim, as 
well as to ſee whether They endeayour'd to 
rectify this Abuſe, in their future Negotiati- 
UF. | 

That Maſter-picce of Policy, the Hanover 
Alliance, for ever memorable and renown'd, 
hath been ſo compleatly ſucceſsful as to an- 
ſwer all the Ends propoſed by it; Spain no 
longer the unnatural Ally of the Emperor, 
but That of France; and the exorbitant 
Power of the Houſe of Auſtria reduced as low 
as could then be wiſh'd — If any Thing could 
ſally its Glory, it muſt be the Methods, that 
were taken to fame the Nation againſt the 
Vienna Treaty; amongſt which, nothing was 
more abſurd, or contrary to common Senſe, 
than the Paiyileges, which were pRETE N- 
DED (as it is exprefs'd in the Treaty of Se- 
ville) to be granted to the Emperor's Subjects, 
by the Vienna Treaty, beyond what Me en- 
joy d; wheteas They had onl * Pri- 
3 45 granted to Them, which We enjoy ' d 
before, by a partieular Reference made to our 
wes C 6wn 


| ( 10 ) 
own Treaties, — Aye! but, ſays the ſagacious 
Author of the Enquiry, as well as our able 
Miniflers, though the Treaty of 1670 granted 
us the Liberty of entcring their Ports, in par- 
ticular Caſes, yet that Liberty hath ceas'd for 
many Years; and, as a new marvellous Proof 
of it, the 8th Article of the Treaty of Utretcht 
is quoted, which was particularly intended 
to prevent the [rench from trading in the 
Weji-Indies. A great deal hath been formerly 
ſaid upon this Subjec,, and might be till ; 
but This is ſufficient as to our preſent Point; 
ſince this Concluſion may juſtly be drawn from 
it, that either cur Miniſters really thought the 
Treaty of 1670 actually ceas'd by the 8th Ar- 
ticle of the Treaty of Utrecht, or They did 
not. If They did not, it is needleſs to make 
any. Obſeryations upon it; for they cannot 
eſcape the Reader. But if They did, They 
ought to have reinforc'd it in a direct Manner, 
or got that Article of the Utrecht Treaty 
explain'd, by which it was pretended that the 
Effect of it ccas'd. — The Value of the 
Treaty of 1670 was ſufficiently ſet forth, in 
this Caſe ; and the Want of the Effects of it 
were ſufficiently felt, both before and ſince, 
by the continued Loſſes of our Merchants 
Some of the Pretenſions of Spain ſeem to be 
likewiſe founded on the Suppoſition that there 
is no ſuch Treaty ſubſiſting. It muſt therefore, 
at leaſt, be extreamly turprizing to find _ 
0 


E 
| * % 
the Treaty of Seville, after having, in the 


firſt Article, © renew'd and confirm'd all the 


former Treaties and Conventions, in all 


„ thoſe Points, which are not derogated from 
« by the preſent Treaty,” ſhould have a ſe- 
parate Article, for the GxraTER ExAactNess, 
which enumerates and recalls every one of our 
Treaties, that was to remain in their x ULI 
Force, VirkTuE and Vicous, though the 


Treaty of 16, which aſcertains all our 


Rights in the M eſt-Indies, is omitted —— This 
ſurely could have happen'd only from our Mi- 
niſter's having been formerly convinc'd that 
the ſaid Treaty of 1670 ceas'd, if not intirely, 
yet at leaſt that the good Effects of it did, by 

the $th Article of the Treaty of Utrecht. 
The Act the Pardo, of the 6th of 
March, 1728, was made for the Execution 
of the Preliminaries between Us and Spain; 
the zd Article of which Preliminaries is to 
the following Effect; © that all Privileges 
of Commerce, which the Eugliſb and 
« French Nations, and the States of the Uni- 
ted Netherlands, have heretofore, by vir- 
* tne of Treaties, enjoy'd, as well in Europe 
as in Spain and the Indies, ſhall be reſtor'd 
« to THAT Usact and REcuLarT1ON, which 
& are according to what was ſtipulated with 
each of Them by Treaties, antecedent to 
« the Year 1725” — It is very remarkable 
that theſe Words are introduc'd ; ſhall be re- 
C 2 ſtored 
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ſtored to THAT UsAck and RxOULATION, 


which was according to what was ſlipulated 
between both Parties, by Treaties antecedent 
to the Tear 1725. -— By the 1 0 Con ven- 
tion, theſe Words, Us Ack and REC ULATION, 
are reſerved to the Spaniards to cavil about, 
by making the Act of the Pardo one of thoſe, 
Maes, which are enumerated in it; where- 
as, had they been left out, all our Treaties 
would have been confirmed, ſimply and plain- 
ly. Theſe Words therefore were, at leaſt, un- 
neceſſary, and can only ſerve. to furniſh the 
Spamards with an Handle to juſtify their 
/ 


late Proceedings, | 

Upon theſe  Diſappointments, our Mer- 
chants thought it neceſſary to lay their Com- 
plaints Themſelves before Parliament; ſince 
Experience had now ſhew'd Them, that tho! 
the Miniſters occaſionally founded their 
Grievances very high, They provided ſor no 
Reſtitution, or future Security. All poſſible 
Endeavours were uſed to prevent this Veti- 
Zion being brought into the Hauſe of Come 
Mons. Our Merchants were treated with the 
utmoſt Scurrility, by the iniſterial Writers — 
They were repreſented every where as a 


Parcel of Smugglers, and their Loſſes as juſti- 


fable Seizures. — They were Brow-beaten 


— P 0 * 5 
and their Sufferings depreciated in that Place, 


where only They ſought and could hope for 
Reareſs — Notwithſtanding all theſe Prac- 
6 Rf tices, 
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fices, the Force of Truth, and its own Weight, 
made it neceflary that the Houſe ſhould come 
to ſome Reſolution upon it Many particu- 
lar Circumſtances in that Debate, will not be 
ſoon forgot, It was diſputed, and even voted, 
after the Examination was over, who ſhould 
move the Queſtion upon it — It was then 
reſoly'd that, © from the Peace concluded 
« at Utrecht, in 1713, to this Time, the 
« Britiſh Trade and Navigation, to and 
« from the ſeveral Colonies in America, have 
ce been greatly interrupted by the continual 
* Depredations of the Spaniards, Kc. in 
« manifeſt Violation of the Treaties ſubſiſting 
between the wo Crrwns” — Is it not 
ſtrange that this Grievance ſhould have been 
of ſo long a ſtanding, and nothing done to 
remedy it, nor any Reſtitution made in all 

that Time? | 
This humble Addreſs of Parkament em- 
barraſſed our Negatiators a little — Their 
Sentiments, both at home and abroad, were 
well known. But yet ſomething muſt be 
done in their next Treaty, which might be 
imagin'd to have ſome Correſpondence with 
this humble Advice to the Throne — We 
were defired to think that the Treaty of 
Seuille had ſufficiently taken Care of our 
Merchants. The Miuiſter himſelf, who 
knows his own Power of convincing, endea- 
your'd to prove it, and took {ome Pains = 
| 0 
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do it — In his Obſervations on the Treaty, 
in which He was not ſparing of his own 
Commenaations, nor in abuſing Thoſe, who op- 
pos'd Him, He ſaid that, * by the Articles 
of this Treaty, our Merchants are intitled 
“to Reſtitution of all Ships and Effects, that 
have been at any Time taken from Them, 
© contrary to the Treaties of Utrecht, Sc. — 
This, which eyery Body might have expeQed 
to ſee in one clear Article, was ſpread into the 
fu ſecond, fifth, and ſixth Articles of the 
reaty, and the firf ſeparate Article, accord- 
ing to his own Interpretation of them, which 
He thinks a ſufficient Proviſion. But was it 
ever thought that We ſhould want ſuch a Num- 
ber of Articles for this Purpoſe, which ſerve 
rather to blind than clear up any Thing? 
Time hath - ſhewn us that Thoſe, who could 
not be convinc'd by Him, were right in their 
Apprehenſions that his Treaty could not, or 
would not, obtain any Reparation to our in- 
jur d Merchants, who were only tantaliz'd in 
this Manner, that their Complaints might be 
laid aſleep for a Time. This Pamphlet re- 
ceiv'd two Anſwers, which makes it needleſs 
to mention any Thing taken Notice of in 
them. But as the Authors of thoſe Pieces 
did not enter into the Examination of the 
ſeveral Articles above-mentioned, which taken 
together are to prove what was both then, 
and now is, fitter for Ridicule than a ſerious 
#® Page 15. 


Anſwer; 


the 
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Anſwer ; yet my Concern for the Merchants, 
as well as the Honour of the Nation, and the 
Nature of the preſent Diſquiſition, make it 
neceſſary to conſider whether thoſe Articles 
were intended to give Them any Relief, or 
could do it. 
Treaties, whenever they are reviy'd, are 
to take Effect from the Time of their Re- 
newal. All former Demands upon each o- 
ther, before the Rupture, are obliterated, 
unleſs thoſe Demands are again expreſsly 
provided for; and this very Treaty ſeems to 
give us the ſtrongeſt Proof of it. "The En- 
gliſh Miniſters were certainly over-reach'd in 
this Particular, by Spain, which hath ſpeci- 
fically provided for eparation for their Ships 
taken in the Year 1718; whereas We, by ha- 
ving neglected it, and only renew'd the Treaty 
in general, have furniſh'd the Spaniards with 
Pretences, however unjuſtifiable, for refuſing 
us the ſame Retroſpett. 
_ Having thus obſery'd that the ad and 3d 
Articles of the Treaty of Seville are ſo far from 
being preſervative of the former Claims of 
our Merchants, that they are negative Proofs 
againſt Them, let Us conſider on what the 
Mem er-Obſervator lays the whole Streſs of 
oint in Diſpute. ; 

He ſays, © that the 6% Article declares, 
« and That without Limitation, as to any 
KNRerroſpect, that all Ships and Effects taken 


(C at 
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4 at Sea in Europe, to the Time preſcribed 


« by the Preammaries, for the Ceſſation of 
« Hoftilities in the M eſt Indes, till the Ar- 
&« rival of his Catholick Majeſty's Orders at 


4 Carthazena,ſhall be referred to Cummiſſaries, 


Kc.“ —— Nothing ſurely can be more ri- 
diculous than This; ſince it muſt be ſuppoſed 
that every Man, who reads it, muſt want 


common Senſe —— Our Merchants are ſuffi- 


ciently taken Care of, becauſe there is 10 
- Limitation as to any Retroſpect; which very 
Point, by proving too much, proves the 
contrary ; for that Argument holds as much 
to their Loſſes, in the Reign of Queen Eli- 
Zabeth, as to thoſe in the Reigns of the two 
Georges But fixing the Time, from which 
Reparation ſhould be immediately made, 
That is, from the Time, when Hoſtilities were 


** 


to ceaſe; and the Reference to the Commiſſa- 


ries being © to examine and decide what 
concerns the Ships and Effects taken at Sea, 
« on either Side“; — This, I fay, ſhews 
that nothing more was, or could be meant by 
it, than the Examination and Deciſion of the 
Ships and Effects, that were taken during 
Hoſtihities alone; and This is intirely agreeable 
to that Declaration of Spain, which is the 
Baſis of this Treaty; for it is there ſaid that, 

& in the ſame Congreſs, ſhall likewiſe be diſ- 


* The 4 of the Pardo, the 61h of March, N. OY 
C 


„ 
« cuffed and decided, whether the. Prizes 
taken at Sea, on each Side, ſhall be reſtored.” 
—— Another Proof ariſes from the very ſame 
oth Article, which ſo particularly revives 
the Pretenſions of Spain, ſor Reſtitution of 
Ships taken by the Eugliſh Fleet, in the 
« Year 1718” — This was neither neceſſary, 
nor would haye been inſerted, if the former 
Part of the Article could be underſtood to 
mean, without any. Limitation of Time; ſince 
it contains an expreſs Exception to the contrary. 
I haye already taken Notice of the fr ft 
ſeparate Article of this Treaty. The ſecond, 
which was particularly deſign' d for Reſtitu- 
tion of the Ship, Prince Frederick, and her 
Cargo, ſays that, in Conſequence of the firſt 
Article, all Ships, Merchandize, and Ef- 
* feds, which not have been taken, 
c or ſiezed, on Account of unlawful Com- 
« merce, and ſhall be proved, by authentic b 
Documents, to have been detain'd, ſiezed, 
« or confiſcated, in the Ports of Spain, 
« namely the Prince Frederick, &c. Shall 
« be reſtor'd“ — This Article was there- 
fore plainly for the Reſtitution of ſuch Things 
only as were ſiezed in the Spaniſh Ports, up- 
on the Commencement of FHofti/ities, and 
during the Continuance of them. The 575 
Article provides only for Reparation, after 
the Hoſtlities ceaſed ; and the 67h, for what 
was taken at Sea only; and therefore it _— 
c 


(15) 

be alledg'd that We could have no Claim to 
any Retroſpect, beſides what is particularly 
ſtipulated in theſe Articles, which may have 
been the 3 Reaſon for accepting ſo 
ſmall a Sum, by Way of 1 h | 

Having thus examined the Treaty of Se- 
ville, with Regard to the Reparation of our 
Merchants, and future Security of onr Trade, 
which ought to haye been obtained by it, in 
as ſhort a Manner as poſſible, and ſhewn 
the Inſufficiency of it, for theſe Purpofes; 
let us, in the next Place, ſee what was the 
Opinion of the Merchants upon it. The 
next Year, They petition'd the Parliament 
again, upon the ſame Subject. For this They 
likewiſe underwent the fame ſcurrilous A- 
buſes from the miniſterial Writers, as They 
had before —— But the Houſe of Commons, 
in their Adareſs to the Throne, upon this 
Occaſion, went a little higher than in their 
laſt ; for They deſired his Majefty “ to con- 
* tinue his Endeayours, to prevent the De- 
e predations of the Spaniards, for the future; 
to procure full Satisfaction for the Damages 
already ſuſtained; and to ſecure to the 
* Britiſh Subjects the full and uninterrupted 
« Exerciſe of their Trade and Navigation to. 
and from the Hritiſb Colonies in America” 
— All, that had been hitherto. done, de- 
ſerv'd no Commendation, at leaſt; ſince it 
produced no Effect, as appears by this Ad. 
dreſs itſell. Our 


Con 

| Our Merchants, not being to be paid by 
Words alone, though perhaps ſoften'd and 
filenc'd for a Time, and their Hardſhips conti- 
nuing, the Complaints follow'd them ; which 
made it neceſſary to ſend more vigorous Or- 
ders, for their Protection, to the Commanders 
our Fleet. The Words were ſtrong, for, 
hey were to make Reprizals in ſuch Caſes, 
which They never once did. But the Commiſ- 
ſaries not meeting, as was ſtipulated, ſome- 
thing muſt be obtain'd from Spain to ſtop 
the preſent Clamours, and to prevent our 
Men of War being obliged to execute thoſe 
neceſſary Orders, which in the Conſequence 
might have involved Us in Hoſtilities again. 
The mighty Boon obtain'd, and which was 
aſterwards communicated to the Houſe  o 
Commons, as a great Point, was firſt a Schedula 
of the King of Spain to his Governors in 
America, * forbidding all his Subjects to 
« moleſt, or abuſe the Eugliſh, or any of 
« their Ships, that ſhall fail in thoſe Seas, 
as long as They keep within their proper 
& Diſtances, and are not concern'd in any 
illicit Trade —— This correſponds too well 
with their Juſtification, in the Year, 1726 ; 
that the Places, where our Ships were met 
and taken, was a Proof of a Navigation for- 


+ See the King of Spain's Schedula ts //s (e in 

the Welt-Indies, relating to the Spaniſh Privitecrs, the 

185% of Jan. 1732, N. S. 
D 


hidden 


„ 
- 


— 


(20) 

bidden by the Tenor of Treaties, as well as 
their late one of ſteering a due Courſe, The 
other, which was of more rtance, 
« being a Declaration of the Miniſters of 
« their Britanmck and Catholick Majeſties, 
„by Virtue of their Orders.” —— The A- 
niſters of both Courts were ſo unwilling to 
enter-into the real Pretences for theſe Captures, 
that They put it only upon the Foot of the 
Continuance of Foftilies, notwithſtanding 
the Arrival of his Catholick Majeſty's Orders 
at Carthagena, and the ſigning of the Treaty 
of Seville; by Virtue of which Reparation 
was to be made for all Hoſtifities. The Re- 
medy provided, for the future, was equally 
admirable; . which runs thus ie 
Catholic Majeſty alſo promiſes and engages, 
* by this Declaration, that whenever any 
Privateer ſhall have Leave to fit out to 
« Sea, in Order to prevent contraband 
ee, pur] vant to the Laus and Ordis 
« nances of the Indies, which have nat been 
« derogated from by the Treaties, They ſball 
« be obliged to give Security, &c.“ —— That 
Prrvateers. ſhould give Security, was, no 
Doubt, a new and mighty Point obtain'd, 
however ridiculons it may appear to ſome 
Perſons. But that an Engh/b Miniſter ſhould 
thus authenticate the Laws and Ordinances 

the Indies, is very ſurprizing; ſince He could 


* Dated Seville, Feb. 8. 1732, N. F. 
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not help knowing that they claſhed with 
our Treaties; and that it was on Them the 
Injuries of our Merchants were founded ; for 
thoſe Laws and Ordinances only have made 
our Ships liable to Confiſcation, for having 

Logwood, Cocoa Nuts, and Pieces of Eight 
on board; and, perhaps, have deſcribed the 
Courſe an 1 0 Veſſel is to ſteer in; all 
which is directly contrary to Treaties, and 
for the Sake of which alone the Privateers 
are fitted out. | 

Theſe Things being obtain'd, Orders were 
immediately diſpatch'd to the / eſt-Indies 
with them, for ſuſpending the former Orders 
for Reprizals ; which were likewiſe renew'd 
again, upon the Continuance of the Captures, 
and the Conviction that what We had fo 
lately boaſted of was not obtain'd, The 
Merchants and the Nation were amuſed, in 
this Manner; till at length the Commiſſaries 
met, and great was the ExpeQation from 
Them; which ſuſpended the Clamours fox 
ſome Time, on the Account of our Ly/es. 
But after a fruitleſs Attendance, for ſo many 
Years, They ended their Negotiations at laſt, 
as many People thpught they would, with- 
out determining any one Point, or giving any 
Reparation whatſoever for our Les; for 
which I refer to the 67h Article of the Lord's 
Proteſt againſt the Treaty of Sewille, in theſe 
Words, ** Becauſe the Obligations on our 

; 88 Merchants 
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« Merchants to make Proof of the Juſtice of 
te their Demands for their Lofles, at the Court 
of Spain, is, in our Opinion, an Hardſhip 
upon Them, and not honourable for the 
Nation; and We are perſuaded thoſe umfor- 
* tunate Gentlemen will undertake fo trouble- 
<« ſome and expenſive a Journey with the leis 
Chearfulneſs, becauſe They may fear their 
„Claims are not unlikely to be counter-bal- 
% lanced' by others from the Spaniards; and 
<« after all, They have only the ſlender Com- 
«© fort of hoping (if They think there is even 
any Room for Them to 17 to get that 
Redreſs by Commifftaries, which They have 
«© not been hitherto able to gain by Pleuipo- 
<« tentiaries.” I ſhall make but one ſhort Re- 
mark upon this Article; which is, that as Com- 
miſſaries were then thought, by our Miniſter, 
more proper than Plenipotentiaries, for adjuſt- 
ing our Differences with Spain, He hath now 
tound his Error, and referr'd every Thing, 
except a ſtipulated Sum for the Loſſes of our 
Jerchants, to Plenipotentiaries again. 

This convinced our Merchants ot the Fruit- 
leſſneis of complaining any more; and had the 
Spaniards been but a little more moderate, 
They might have prevented any farther Ap- 
plications to Parliament. But their Depre- 
dations and Inſults were carried to ſuch an 
Height at laſt, that our Merchants were un- 
der a Neceſſity of applying again, laſt Year, 


O 
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or intirely give up the Trade to om: 0ws 


Colonies in the M eſi- Indies. Every Artifice 
was made uſe of to prevent this Application. 
The miniſterial Mriters were again inſtruct- 
ed to abuſe our Merchants. But They ſoon 
run through their Common- place, upon this 
Subject. The Thing itſelf came now to be 
thought of more Importance to the Nation 
than it had hitherto been, by vaſt Numbers 
of People. Our Being, as a Nation, was 
viſibly ooncern'd in the Queſtion, and the 
Neceſſity of ſtating our Right clearly, from 
the Nature of the Diſquiſition, became in a 
Manner unavoidable, though in ſome Parts 
it was, prevented, and in others labour'd a- 
gainſt ſufficiently. Aſter an Examination, 
the moſt ſolemn and affecting, that was ever 
known in an Houſe of Commons, it was re- 
ſolyed, upon a Diviſion, that it was our 
natural and undoubted Right to fail with 
our Ships on any Part of the Seas of Ame- 
« rica; and that the Freedom of our Naviga- 
tion and Commerce had been greatly inter- 
rupted by the Spaniarde, under Pretences 


«c altogether roundleſs and unwarrantable, 


© Rc.” — There was an Endeavour to pro- 
poſe ſome other QAueſtiuns, which were thought 
neceſſary; becauſe they would more fully 
and plainly have aſſerted our Rights; but 
they were, oyer-ruled, - Vet This, with the 
Addreſs, was ſurely ſufficient for the Armyſter, 

| ac 


2 — There were many Rea 


relating to this Affair, No. 29. Art. 29. 


cu) 
at leaſt, to point out the true Cauſe of our 


Complaints; the -Neceſfity of ſuffering ſuch 
Iynries no longer; and providing for our 


future Security, as it is rightly expreffed in 


their Addreſs, and his Majeſiy s mo e 

ons for 
inducing ſome Perſons to think it more neceſ- 
fary to have aſſerted our ſeveral Rights ſepa- 
rately, in Oppoſition to the Grievances We 
had ſo long labour'd under; conſidering that 
thoſe general Reſolutions, which the . Houſe, 
formerly made, had been of no more Service 
to the whappy Sufferers, than the many long 
Nezotiations and Treatzes, with Reſpect to 
Them. The Claim of Spam was become more 
openly: avow'd' and peremptorily inſiſted” on, 
thaty ever it” had been before ; for in the De- 
mands of the “ Commiſſaries, on the Part of 
Spain, in Purſuance of the Treaty of Seville, 
it is fad; © that, by the 8th Article of the 
Freaty of 1667, the Britiſh Commerce is 
under the ſame Reſtrictions as Holland is, 
by the 6th Article of the Treaty of Mun 


ſter; and therefore it is inſiſted on, © that 
Ships failing from Great Britain, or her 


« Colonies, through thoſe Seas, ſhall obſerve 


the Conrſe they ought to ſteer, and ſhall 


avoid FHoftilities.” | 


— 


* Vide the Papers laid before the Houſe of Comment. 
The 


(35) 


The very Suppoſition that the Treaty of 
1650 was' of no Uſe to Us, as well. as pre- 
ſcribing a particular Courſe to our Ships, Was 
extremely ſurpriſing. But even This was 
carried much farther by Monſ. de 1a Auadra, 
in his Letter to Mr. Keene. The Houſe of 
Commons very prudently refus'd this Letter, 
when firſt mov d for; becauſe it was of ſuch 
a Nature, as might inflame the Paſſions, and 
Prejudice the Tudements of Men, in a Cauſe 
that ought to be calmly and unbia{ſedly heard; 
but if They ſhould come to vigorous Reſoluti- 
ons, this Paper would then 7705 Them to 
all the World. — Theſe. prudential Reaſons 
were prevalent for ſome Days; but no ſooner 
was the Draught of an Anſwer made for Mr. 
cene, than they were both moved for, and 
of Courſe laid before the Houſe. It might 
be wiſh'd that Prudence would have ſuffered 
- Us to ſee whether this Draueht of a Letter 
was ever ſent to Monſ. de la Quadra, and 
what Anſwer He return d; which niuft have 
been a very curious Piece. But if that Letter 
was never ſent, it could be only deſign'd as an 
Anſwer to Him here, for other obvious Reaſons. 
It unfortunately happen'd that Thoſe, who 
ought to have defended our Rights, ra- 
ther gave them up, from not underſtanding 
them ; for the 14th, 15th, and 23d Articles 
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of the Treaty of 1667 were urged, on our 
Side, as Articles, to which We had ſubmit- 
ted in America, with Reſpect to their Pre- 
tenſions of contraband Goods, and likewiſe 
inſiſting, in his Majeſty's Name, (* that the 
«14th Article ſhould be performed; which, 
« fays, that neither the She, nor their Car- 
goes, except the contraband, ſhall be con- 
« fiſcated. The very Words of the Ar- 
ticles were ſufficient to prove the contrary ; 
for what alone is declared; to be contraband 
is the carrying of warkke Stores, Kc. to the 
Enemies of each other; the Proceedings in 
ſuch 65 and the Forfeitures enſuing. How 
could This bear any Relation to Us, whillt 
We. are navigating from ay ove Part of our 
Dominious to another £ The PTE, in- 
no Article, except the 8th, of that N08 
relates to . Tbe only Obſer- 
vation wort making on the before- mention d 
Articles is, that they declare the only Things, 
which in any of our Treaties between the 
tuo Crowns are to be deem'd and allow'd to 
be. contraband. To this let us add, that 
where all Trade is, by mutual Conſent, pro- 
--hibited, there can be no ſuch Thing as any 
particular Species of Goods more prohibited 


* See'the Draught of the Memorial, Nov. the 44h, 
757. FER 
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than the reſt ; and therefore all Confiſtations 
made under the Pretence of finding 


Goods on Board, are open £ finding oc a 


Violations of our Treatics — —— This will ful- 


4 


aun from our Treaties in Europe, are no- 


thing to the Purpoſe againſt our Rights in 


fo theſe Part r e e 
to thoſe Parts, (thou e have very good 
ones, if We do not ſuffer them to be violated) 
yet the very Nature of Thimgs, and the Law 
Nations, would oY for it is ab- 
to imagine, that We can | poſſes” any 
Dominions there, and not have a Right d. to 
go and come freely from them, and to carry 
ow, bring back whatever We have Occaſion 
r 
Monſ. de Is Quadt, tho” his Anſwen are 
juſt to the Articles already mention'd, advances 
the Claim of Spain farther, and more openly, 


than it had ever been done before; though 


ſeveral Steps had, by Degrees, been taken 
with the ſame View, as I have already ſhewn. 
But here He ſpeaks out plainly nd full 

* The only 17 the Zog + He. 
« that can be clain'd by . being 
4 That to their J ans ak tations, 
K whilſt They ſteer a * Conrſe, their Ships 
s are liable to a Seizure and Conſiſcation, if it 


— 


9 1 Ar Keene, Feb. 10, 17378. 
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prove that all Arguments or Similitudes, 
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«:Thould'-be proy'd that They have alter d 
their Route, without Neceſſity, in order 
Eto draw near to the Spaniſh Coaſts.“ —- 
This, indeed, made many Perſons with that 
the Houſe of. Commons had been more ſpeci- 
fick in ſetting forth the Violation of our 
*Treaties. © But every Body concluded from 
hence that it was impoſſible ever to treat again 
with ___ without. previouſly ſettling and 
eſtabliſhing our. fundamental Rights, in this 
Particular, as, the only Baſis of any future 
Treaty, in Oppoſition to their unjuſtifiable 
Pretences, which have been made ſubſervient 
to ſo many Acts of Piracy. e 
The Honſe of Lords, in their Reſolutions 
upon this important Affair, went farther than 
the other Houſe; for They not only aſſerted 
our undoubted Right to navigate in the Ame- 
ricun Seas, & but alſo to carry all Sorts of 
Goode and Merchandize, or Effects, from 
one Part of his Majeſty's Dominions to 
« any other Part thereof ; and that no Goods, 
being ſo carried, are, by any Treaty ſubſiſt- 
« ing between the Crowns of Great Britain 
and Spain, to be deem'd or taken as con- 
« traband, or prohibited Goods; and that 
the ſearching of ſuch Ships, on the 
« open Seas, under Pretence of their carry- 
« ing contraband, or prohibited Goods, is a 
Violation and Infraction of the Treaties 
ſubſiſting between the r 8 
N his 


! 


of Treaties, on the Spaniard's Side, but af- 


* 5 
This Reſolution not only ſhew'd the Abuſe 


ſerted our Rights, and made it, one would 
have thought, impoſſible to have any new 
Treaty, without firſt eſtabliſhing thoſe Rights ; 
for in vain muſt it be thought to cure our 
Diſeaſe by pecuniary ' Remedies, whilſt the 
Evil is ſuffer'd not only to remain, but even 
receiving fome Sort of Countenance, by being 
left to a future Diſcuſſion. -- Upon the whole, © 
it was the general Opinion of the Nation, that 
We were under a Neceſſity of exerting our 
Force, in order to obtain an Acknowledg- 
ment of our Rights; and We had Hopes given 
us, at leaſt Infinuations were thrown out, 
that Orders were already ſent to do Ourſelves 
Juſtice. But alas! it now appears that they 
were nothing but In/muations to ſerve a preſent = 
Purpoſe ; for when ſome Gentlemen were of 
Opinion that it would be a neceſſary Encou- 
ragement to our Seamer, that a Law ſhould 
be made, for giving Them the Profit of their 
CO it was oppos'd, | 


aving thus ſhewn the Proceedings of 
the Merchants, the Miniſters, and the Par- 
liament, in this important Affair; We now 
come to examine the late Convention, and en- 
quire whether it is ſuch a one, in every Re- 
ſpect, as to anſwer the juſt Expectations of 
the Nation, conſidering the united Voice of 
King, Lords, and Commons, as well as the 
wee os whole 
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whole People, but laſt Year, and for which 
ſuch large Supplies were 2 to en- 
force ; I mean, whether this Convention pro- 
vides : 2 ſufficient Reparation for the Loſſes of 
our Trading Subjet#s, reftores the Honour of 


the Nation, or gives Us any valid Security 
for the peaceable je 755 our unabubted 


hte and Poſe for the future. 
3 former reaties,. which have becn 
ht ch the Notice and Approbation 
d Fernen, have been ſome Way or other 
ce e to \ Them, 82 the Mett- 
nig; that might not be intirely ſurpriz'd, 
= quite eceho back the Mord, without ſa 
uch as knowing Tg Senſe of them. 
Incl the Lang und of f Tenn} 42 that 
are not own by thbaſe es, 
They the Speeches from 4. — — to 
be conſider d only as the Words of the Mi- 
niſter. This is the peculiar Privilege of Par- 
hament,. and their Stile of ſpeaking. But of 
what Uſe, I leave Themſelves and the World 
to judge. All, that the People without 
Doors. can wiſh or deſire is, that if there is 
any Thing doubtful in thoſe ſi perior Atts of 
State, They might be better inform'd, eſpe- 
cially where their Intereſt is ſo manifeſtly 
concern d. 
It will therefore be neceſſary to quote one 
Paragraph of his Majeſty c moſt gracious Speech, 
where it is ſaid, that the 4 1 dom and Prudence 
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« of your Reſolutions, upon this great and na- 
2 Cat Le: determin'd Mes to begin and 
o try once more what E ct and fluence my 
" Jr Endeavours, and prefſing Inſtances, 
« would have upon the Mn, 
« wards obtaining the Saticfactiaon and Se 
curity. which We were intitled to demand 
and expect.“ — Whether it was the fam 
aud Prudence of PARLIAMENT, or the ¶ idm 
and Prudence of the MtxisTts, (for I would 
zive every Body his due) that determined his 
geſty to try once more the Influence of his 
friendly Endeavanrs, I ſhall not take upon Me 
to determine. But ſure I am, that We ought 
to have had full Security for our Rights, 48 
well as Satisfaction for our Merchants, before 
We had abſolutely laid aſide all Thoughts of 
employing that Force, which had occaſion'd ſo 
vaſt an Expence —- But as Money is ſup- 
pos'd to be all- prevalent, and by ſome Per- 
oak thought ſufficient to make amends for 
every Thing; We are told that the preſent 
Convention bath obtain'd the Sum of 1 55,000 /. 
to be diſtributed amongſt our Merchants—- 
Not, indeed, from Spain; ſince We af to 
pay Them 60,0007. for deſtroying their Fleet, 
in the Year 1718; and 68, ooo is to be rais'd 
upon the South-ſea Company ; ſo that the re- 
maining 27,000 J. a prodigious Sum, is ſaid 
to be paid by Spain. All This was oy 
We 


e Court of ain, to- | 


(32) 


by the Influence of a poiverful Fleet, which 


will, not coſt Us much above half a Million 


extraordinary, upon this Occaſion, and the 
moſt ſolemn Interpoſition of both Houſes of 
Parliament, that ever was known, in ſtrongly, 


aſſerting our Rights, inſiſting that they ſhould' 


be ſupported with Vigour, and fully provid- 


ing ſor the doing of it. 


This mig gr oint obtain'd is call'd a Con- 
ord, which We have adopted, 1 


vention; a 
of late Years, to lignify a Sort of ee, 
erſons, 


' Perhaps, it may be thought by ſome 


though I hope not ſo deſign'd, to be only a 


7 ron of our Rights, during the Seon of 
liament, or a Prevention of an e 85 


to which a Sub/idy is annex d Seſſions of 
Parliament have oſten been troubleſome to 


Miniſters; and 2 Sums have been for- 
merly diſposd of, to get them paſs d over 


eafily. But by whatever Name We are to 


call this Maſter-piece of Negotiation, it is in- 
tirely of a new Kind. Before We were fo 
much improved in theſe Arts, Treaties were 
always deſigm d and calculated for aſc: ertaining 


the Rights of the Parties in - Diſt. When 


theſe oints were once ſettle the Adj uſt= 
ment of Accounts, bein g of an'rnfe eric re, 
were left to Commiſſaries. But in - this moſt 


furptizing Contrats, the very Nature and 


Order of Things ſeem to be iriyerted ; for the 


—— is the only Thing ſettled 


and 


and determin'd through the whole, by fixing 
it to a certain Payment, for BALLANCE of an 
Account ; and having: firſt ated the Commis 
ſaries, the Part of Plenipotentiaries is to be 
the next. Theſe Gentlemen are to find out 
and ſettle ouf Rights, and conſequently what 
this Money is paid for, It ſeems ſrarcely poſ- 
ſible that, during the Settlement of his Ac 
count, if it was not in a Mariner lumpt, but 
that both Sides muſt ſufficiently know. their 
Rights and Grievances, and be as well, if not 
better able, to adjuſt and allow their reſpe- 
dive Claims, for the ſuture, than it was pro- 
bable They would be eight Months after —- 
Can it be conceiv'd that it was not the firſt 
Thing thought of, on our Side; ſince it was 
from thence alone that We made our Claim to 
Reſtitution ? —— Was it poſſible that or 
Rights, with Reſpect to ſearchmg our Ships, 
could be better known, eight Months after, 
than it was then; or that We ſhould be better 
able, or more ready, to enforce them ?—Would 
the Neceſſities of the Miniſter make Him more 
deſirous of eſtabliſhing them, if He ever 
thought or deſign d to do it? Could He 


flatter Himſelf that it would be ſatisfactory to 


the Nation, though He might. hope that the 
Clamours of particular Sufferers might be ſof- 
ten'd by it? Can it be ſuppos d, that what 
We could not get from Spain, at this critical 
Juncture, is really defign'd to be allow'd Us, 


and 


* 


1 
and obtain d by Plenipotentiaries, eight Months 
afterwards ? ——Whoeyer conſiders how ex- 

19 850 our Right of No SEARCH was aſſerted 
laſt Year in Parliament, muſt know that the 
Miniſter dares not give it up — Of what Uſe 
therefore can his Reference be; or making 
Mr. Keene a Plenipotentiary, by Treaty, who 
aQted in the ſame Capacry, and in the ſame 
Court, before? — Will He, or can He, 
be better inſtructed than He hath: hitherto 
been? — Will his Arguments be more pre- 
vailing, for being eight 12 older, or bet- 
ter enforc'd, without - the Aſſiſtance of aur 
Fleet? — Can He do any Thing more, or 
o a Step beyond his Inſtruftions ® —— 
T: He not as abſolutely limited by 
them, in both of his Characters? 
Nobody ſurely can be any longer de- 
ceived by thoſe general Words in Treaties, 
which mean Nothing, with Reſpect to Com- 
mifſaries, for finally determining, finally de- 
ciding, or as it is now ſaid, finally regulating 
all Grievances and Abuſes. They may ſerve, 
indeed, to amuſe the World, as the Treaty 
of Seville did formerly. — Why therefore 
did not Thoſe, who have the Power as well 
as Knowledge to give Hiſtructiums, ſettle: the 
moſt eſſential. Point Themſelves at fitſt, with- 
out any farther Delay? — But if it could be 
poſſibly thonght' that tht Treaty is! deſign'd 
only as a Matter of Amuſememt and * 


0; 


(35) 
for eight Months; or that ſome of our Rights 
are to be given up, under the Pretence of 
Regulations; then, indeed, it was a Matter 
of Prudence to drop the firſt Convention, 
ſign'd by Others, on the gth of Sepremb 


and throw the whole upon Mr. Keene —=. 
That ſomething of this Kind is to be ſuſ- 


ae appears not only from the general 
Report that Georgia is to be given up, and 
that the Spaniards are to have a Liberty of 
ſearching and confiſcating our Ships, as uſual, 
if We come within tuv Leagues of their Shores; 


the Plenipotentiaries, and the Manner in 


which they are referred. — His Majeſty x 


8 peech tells us, that They, are appointed 
for regulating of Grievances and Abuſes, 
« which ee, K interrupted our Com- 
« merce and Navigation in America. The 
Preamble of the Convention ſays, ( that where- 
as Differences have 13 of late Tears be- 
« tween the two Crowns: of Great Britain 
and Spain, om Account of the Vi/ſting, 
Searching, and Taking, of Veſſels, Sc. 

And the firſt Article empowering the Pleui- 


< porentiaries finally to regulate; the. reſpec- 


tive Pretenſions of the tu Crowns, 4s 
< well. with Relation to the Trade apd Na- 
vigation in Amarica, as in Europe, e. — 
It is manifeſt that our undoubted Rights are 
not to be abſolutely inſiſted on; becauſe the 

| F 2 | Power 


» 


but 2 the Particulars- that are referred to 


ar ed —— . . ——— 1 


(3605 


Power of Visiting, Searching, and Takins. of 


Ships is left to the Examination and Diſcuſſion 
of the P lenipotentiarigs. That they may be 
ven up, under the Pretence of regulating 
rievances, and re, pettive Preten/ions, is very 
| plain, it any Thing is really defigned by this 
new Delegation; for conſidering. that one of 
the Pretenſions of Hain is to confine us with- 
in a particular Cour 1 5 4 Navigation, and Diſ- 
Zance from, the 7 65 een what our 
We Fel ſhall be, 3 ip, Oppoſition to our Right 
| INg SEARCHED: ppon the open Seas 
in . under avy. Pretence hatſoever; 
I fay, If both beſe. Claims are to be confoli- 
dated i and anew Regauation is to 
3 8 ſhall ad- 
5 nge and their 
Nee 05 000 1 Ar e e of 
the Nation. 0 be; certainly;givzr up; for 
this Aid, de he allowed, therExpla- 
nation N 55 Wi 7 gon by iheir 
{1 1.4: 
eur f of -Vadlrgture 


PEA tried, is mothing 
bd KS 7 0 WA alt 4 
oy IBT 8 | . 

N 5508 1 7 y 99, Reriges/ b 
, tr is. the eee of fu 
wid 3 IN BS, 9 nf tae, 
bunt, Do; 2 of Ero, on 
e thas te riuciple, 
E Tic | The ded, where can 


We 


| 


} 
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We ftop, or how limit it? Treaties made af. 
terwards can be of no Avail; for hayi 

once allow'd that We are to depart from the 

Lau of Natwns and Treaties, only becauſe a 

. clandeſtine Trade may be carried on, can 

fit then be of any Uſe to Us to ſay that 

any new Extenſion is contrary to. the funda- 

mental Rights of all Mankind, of carrying 

whatever They want from one Part of thew 

own Dommions to another, and to make the 

beſt of their Way; as well as, in all unforeſeen 

| Accidents, to ſave Themſelves and their Cargo, 

without being liable to ſuffer for both, upon 

that Account? — If the firſt Con{aderation is, 

II | # e | 

that " Enghfb Subjects are not to get any 

Thing, -by ſuch a clandeſtine Trade, where 

muſt That end? —— Regulations, founded 
upon Thi, Principle, will always continue to. 

extegd themſelves, as long as the Principle 

itſelf remains; and our fair, Trade muſt ceaſe 

of Courſe, before the other can be intirely 
ſtopt.— Will France or Holland ever ſub. 2 
\ mit to ſuch a Principle. of Regulation in 4 
Kue! — Are ve Tr Im Keri dur Br 


lawful Navigation to'their Incomveniences ? — 
They "may juſtly do.eyery Thing at home to 
ee eee 1 
vereſt Fsnalties 1 per own Fubjelßs; but 1 
let. Phem not rhedd e iti the Freed , _— bl 
Seas; horte pretend to Jay Us under _/uich Re- f 
PET: A! >, gf 1: 

traints, as no Nation in Europe would ſuffer = 

| 


from Us, though never ſo e for our 
9250 Intereſt. — Muſt all our Care be for 


8 dur Colonies. will 
n {&roVs, of * We ute laid under 
Bags WY 1 ne We incohſiſtent with their 


. ting arc maintain- 
tet * yt 2 be fairly ly con- 
dee, ee wwe Mehr end fettled 
Ex "our Ad opp hence, 
W. Ms an oY 7 76 de N that 


5 rb d none for Ourſelves ? —Ought 
Ar 


SE HM eofiterted; and, 
W 14 — that this 

re 55 ul the produce 

2 * Exvout; en Rational 

ie Sd Be it 8only 


5 Cann We ahd a" Ne- 
e pd — — 
d 1 I 871 e 
3 Ne He Bopes fall Nations: in 
Guse = if FHem? Matt Redſons 
Fe ied fob iN Bat Hoe vf them 
fe? 5 75 Epen che trüe Cane Which 
1 been chat che- Helfnal 
Afra? Math eftch demded 
Hey Perce dtthe 

ARS NEN Th 
Rs ih the Power Sd. 
Were Wed to 


8 dee 
S Riß wi carfled Preſent 
vecurity along with it. — As we have ſuffi- 


giently 


(0 


ciently ſuffered upon this Account, emerlys 
nothing ought more to excite the "Jealou 
the Nation; nor can Parliaments do 

reater Service, than by putting an Fd. 10 
fach conſuming Negotiations. ; But the Marks 
of ſuch a Situation are not always. viſible; 
though, in ſome Caſes, they are; . for if We 
can ſuppeſe that our Merchants ſhould be 
plunder d for ſeventges' Tears together, our 
Sailors barbarouſly and iphunnanly , us'd, our 
Rights invaded, and demied.z, yet that after 
as many Mears ſpent in ee We had 


brought — ae, gd: 1 15 that it 
wr 10 lng; 16s Wings 1 


ee Caſey Pank W. 
it CUBA ( gien 1th; Relpect to 
all. K —— r ade the e apial 
Points oft eſtalliſbing aur 0 e to a 
diſtant Time. * Ne 


the third rticle..of & 
eier 5 3z 9H 


rade Noduced 
ſoon Will, they 
Obſervatians. 1 


(40 
it at preſent is, that in this Ballance is in- 
cluded the Sum of 60,000 /, which is to be 
paid to Spain, for the Deſtruction of. their 
Flac, in the Year 1718. Ie muſt be con- 
feſs d, that there is not only a gat deal of 
tender Regard toward Our but a pro- 
PE Conegern for the Honewr of the-Nation, in 
ot mak. an caplicit Artica, to ſtand 
glar y LEES will it would be 
publi * to * but including * 
in a Hallauce Account, "which might be 
known. but. to 4 Na, and Thaſt amongſt 
by ite being demanded and granted 
me 49 — aK 4 
a — 1 


(41) 


Treaty of 1721, it was agreed that thoſe 


« Ships ſhould be reſtor'd; or, in Caſe of 


« being ſold, the Value of them paid in 
„Money to the King of Pars.” Ay thete- 
a fore the King of Sa — ret d, by 


7 car Ae of Er i a 


« eves claim," D of that Treaty; 
* 3 Dun, to thi Reſtitu- 


of Spain ſtill inſi ſted upon his Nik td the 
< Reftitution of the ſaid Ships, though He 
« was contented to refer that Pretenſion to 
E the Diſcuſſion of Commigaries, | would fain 


G « know 


_ 7 +2 


* 328 


EET ins. 


—_— 
1 2 5 ˖ —— 
WY * - al a—_ = 


— —ñ— 


e 
2 « know upon what Grourids, and by What 
Rule of Juſtice, his Mgjeſty-could haye re- 
4 fus'd to comply with this Requeſt ; ſince 
it ig notorious that the Ships,” to "which 
«Spam was intitled by the Ith Artiele of 
the Treaty of 1721, were never actually 
reſtored; and his Catholick Majeſty hath, 

cc at leaſt, A Right to have tlie Reaſons,” why 
4 they were not reſtor d, examiri'd'into. And 
there was the leſs Pretence for declining this 
b. Difguſfron, becauſe We were ſure it would, 
ons Fi Examination, appear- that it was the 


Faul. of the SraxIARDS only, that thoſe 
Ky 4. Wb A not put into their Poſſeſſion.” 
That this was the real State of the Caſe, and | 


I that our Miniſter was determin'd not to allow 

© "this Claim of the Spaniards, if the ſending 

of Commi aries was deſign'd for any Thing 
more than an Amuſement, appears plainly 
from the Lnſtructions to Them; Which are; 
„* that the Papers relating to 'this Matter, 
„ which will be deliver'd 15 You, will no 
'« Doubt. enable You to prove to the Satiſ- 
action of the Spaniſh % Commiſſaries, that 
the ſaid Treaty df "171 t hath,” in this Re- 
« ſpe, been dily executed on the Part of 
,« our Cre; and that if ſome of the Ships, 
« by that Tr eaty to be reſtored; were not car- 
«' ried home to Hain, it was the Fault of the 
1215 — Eat ers, who ere nt receive 


them 


(430 


« them, when they were tender'd to Them 
6 by Thiſe, in whoſe Cuſtody they were.“ 
he Letters . of the Commiſſaries and Se- 


cretaries of State, during the Diſquiſition of 


this Affair with the Span/b Commiſſaries, are 
as full and as plain to the ſame Purpoſe, and 


inſiſted upon by Us as ſatisfactory.— What 


therefore can be, the new. Arguments urg d 
by Spar, which are ſo convincing, and were 
not made Uſe of before; or what particular- 
ly influenc'd Us to ſubmit to this Article now, 
is not yet known to the, World. But if We 
had not ſubmitted, it may be ſaid, perhaps, 
that We could not have obtain'd 155,000 J. 
from Spain, towards the, Reparation of, the 
Loſſes of our Merchants; Whilſt, by this 


Method, They will at leaſt be nominally 


paid by Spain, and really by Us, out of the 
Land. Iax. It is. true, that the E 
not be much felt, conſidering the vaſt Sums 


We annually pay; but yet the Mamer, in 
which it is obviouſly done, muſt make every 
Englifhman- wiſh that, if it was neceſſary to 


get that Sum, it might have been ſupply'd 


by the ver-flowings of the CrvII-LIsr, in 


ſuch a Manner as to baye preſerv'd the Ho- 


nour of the Nation, better than it is to be 


fear'd the preſent. Form, of it will do. 
It hath, been, acknowledged already, that 


Ile give 10 Spain, a little more than their juſt 
Demands, and that 'our Merchants have a 


little leſs than theirs — 1s it nat generouſly 
done, to pay Spain 60,000 J. and to, obtain 
92 68,000 


pence will 
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68,009 /, more for Them from the , 
2 ; Which, with the remaining 25,000 J. 
being. 5 that is pretended Spain ſhould pay, 
mak * Sum as 155, 900 4, to be diſ- 
ofed of for Reparation amongſt our Mer. 
chants, whoſe Loſſes are computed by Them- 
ſelyes to. be 430, 000 J. Will this be 
eſteeme cd cither by. Dem or the Nation, to 
be ſufficient ation? And can it be be- 
lived, hor the chief Argument, which hath 
as yet. been able urged, in Juſtificati- 
on 9 a Tre i only ſuch as a-/ow Attor- 
ney might thir pw to make uſe of in; 
his ale: that 755 hape made Spain pay Coſts; 
„ ackuo ing. on Rights ſuſſici- 
a — elk there. can be None; fo low. 
* Wo at Too Han, 7 to know that. what 


nie LE Bf 20 125 ofts carmot be an Ac- 


400 LN Iſſue 
555 ae 
t 


igt are ſtill 


i a 5 — „We 
roy guat fx 5 er, 
| e are 19 Bay offs: for 
the'Yaf, bl 91010 105 cently ev ppſe the * 
i dg $4 ON, (AS,dELSS ug d on 
* HP Side * Gore ; 2B 31d A 7 0,04. 
9p t q ,, en Bal 
N LV J 0 ad as 


th 1 p 
258 0 yo Was + &2outy is — con- 


cei dd.“ CO! Tubs the Demands 57 the 


* 
x 
EO 
HSE: 


onght Oh to 


ir Aff aſe, be 


Alerchnite, N mention d, are above 
499,00 2. and chat but 155,000 J. is to be 
paid. 


(4) 
paid. The Ships and the Caſe of the Cap» 
tures, that are 0. maſt be worthy of 
Obſervation; ſince r hoſe 8 will be en 
titled to no Reſtitutlon; e ſeveral 
Particulars, which make' thi Su gf 65,600 /, 
to be paid to Pain, be 5 1 
2 N 18070 10510 

ars m | 
duced; for i it b fie Ard, in e 15 4 
Ballance* admitted by Sram; 5 in 12 5 

other, the . what 500 I 
8 to be 


2 wor as Ne SEE Founda- 


tion of all the Arguments, which have been 
hitherto urg d, for a Dit Neg * 
tion, let Us dhfider kHlerm in another Li 
Spain is fat from! ieknowlWMping by Fhis 
Article; tllat ſuch a 8um is due from Them, 
upon hny pirifttizar Account wharſbeyer; = 


agrees to make 7075 2 int. bs. IF 1 % 
owing 6h God 7 1 5 75 Ls 
this Jet us Add, that II V 12 5 4 de- 


manded By. "the Curt 8 
ſtruQionSof theit Trg, Of he: ce 
cord ing to thelreaty df ö 

now Gebe AllbwW ed . voy nt, _ Wy | 
not be 40,000 /. But as Spain would, 
bate any Tin WWS THIS Hehdjiiſte 

Why thus he ILSS Uf bar Mc hits 
were 430, wee; zethe . Wh Demades are 
180,000 J. Wes lump "the whole, taking 
95,000 J. for a Ballance. — The accepting 
this Sum of 95,000 J, as ſufficient to pay 400 


Tyoſe, 


e T: —˙ Ä — 


66) 

Theſe,. who, had any juſt Claim to Reſtitution, 
_neceflarily ſappoſes, nay even allows, that all 
above 155, 00 J. was juſtly ſeiz d; Which 
muſt be on the Pr gange of ſome "Accounts 
beipg liquidated ; and yet it ſeems to be cer- 
ro ap no PH Acoutits were ever regularly || 

Et 

 Accoiding to this State ort the Cale, the "FEM 
ards, had They obtain'd their Demands, would 
obly have got ſo much more Money from the 
People of England, to make good the Loſſes 
of our , own, Merchants; 7 pecially ſince a 
Commiſſion is ſtill to paſs, for di diſtributing the 
Money amongſt the unhappy Su forers Which, 
let it be done with the utmoſt Impartiality, 
the Hnallneſs 4: the Sum will itſelf ſhew the 
Inſufficiency of this Treaty, as to the Reſti- 
tution pretended to be obtain d by it, for our 
Merchants. . _ 
But let us conſider This : a little. further — 
By the 4th Article, the Ships named in it, 
as well as others not -named, being to be de- 
ducted from the 95,500 J, if any Part of their 
Value, or the whole hath been reſtor'd, in 
Conſequence of Orders diſpatch'd from ain, 
previous to the ſigning of 15/6 Treaty; it may 
occaſion a Ballance to be paid to Them, at 
the clofing of the Account ; ince if the // vol- | 
ball is valued at 60007, the Royal Charles at 
' 12,0004, the Diſp atch at 980585 J theſe three 
aldne make 24,000 l. To theſe We muſt 
add the Value of the George, the St James, 


and the Prince Ii illiam, as W ell as of T hoſe, 
included 


e 
1 |; 
(47) 
included in the general Words, ſoveralothers 
I fay that, in this Caſe, the 27,060./, which 
is all that Hain is to pay, may be more than 
ſwallow'd up; and then what have We gain'd 
by this Treaty; ſince the Orders for Reſtitu- 
tion of ſuch Ships and Effects, as They were 
pleas d to acknowledge to be unlawful 2 
ture, Wee. ſent before my ſigning: 2 
Treaty 44805 
This Defe&t i in- the Treaty will ſtill appear 
in a ſtrongef Light, when We conſider that 
"the Remainder of this Sum of 95,000 , can 
neyer be ſettled and divided amongft our un- 
Happy Sufferers till theſe Accounts come 
back from the Weſt Indies, and are allow d 
by the Spaniſh Miniſter. Where then is 
the boaſted Reſtitution and the final Settlement 
5 of theſe Accounts; by the Treaty? ? 
Hut now, taking the 7wo Articles together, 
for paying Coſts, and regulating Grievances ; 
it appears that Spain hath only given up all 
pecuniaty Demands, upon our conſenting to 
do the ſame; and, on Condition that We 
would withdraw our Fleet, She was willing 
to treat with Us as She did before, in order 
to prevent ſuch Things for the future. 
In this Cafe, let the Treaty be colour d by 
what Name ſoever, it is no more in Effect 
than cancelling of all Demands, on both Sizes, 
and Euch abiding by its own Loſs; though 
Pretenſions are founded by it to get Money 
from one eats of our Subjects, in order to * 
Ee the 


Fleet, befote 
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the Clamours of Orbers, which are natural 
upoir ſuch an Occaſion. 

The Orders diſpatch'd for calling home our 
| any one of the ot effintiat 
Points in Diſpute was abſolutely ſettled, ſeem 
to be injudicious at leaſt, and too mean a 
8 with the Demands of Spain, who 
by their full Powers require a 2 
cure Diſpoſition, to ſettle all Diſputes in an 
amicable 
recalling of our Heat, how glorious and honour- 
able was it for Them to obtain it; but what 


muſt that Nation feel, at whoſe Expence it 


was fitted out, upon Motives of a much 
hieher Nature. 

The Article, for regulating the Limits of 
Florida and Carola, is generally underſtood 
as deſign'd for the giving up of Georgia; be- 
cauſe it ſeems, upon All that hath hitherto 
paſs d between the two Crowns, upon this 
Affair, and particularly in one Memorial of 
the Spamſb Mmſter here, that Spain will 
come to an open Rupture with Us, if it is not 


given up; and every Body muſt be now con- 


vinc'd that our Treaty-makers are determin'd 
to avoid a Rupture at any Rate. Nor can it 
be conceiv'd, that They ſhould take any par- 


ticular Care of one of our Rights alone, which 


They would not do for them all, put together. 

But nothwithſtanding theſe Si ions, let 
Us ſee whether it is poſhble for our preſent 
Miuiſter to give it up, without deſerving the 


juſt Cenſure of the Nation, expreſs d by their 
Repreſentatives m Parliament. 


It 


Manner. If by This was meant the 


= 
— 18 


* 
15 2 | 
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It is unneceſſary here to enter into the 
Diſquilition of our Nights, on this Subject. 
Let it ſuffice to obſerve, that they ought not 
only to be known, but to be glear. and un- 
doubted ; or elſe his 12 ſhould, not. have 


been advis'd to apply. to Tarliament, nor the 
Nation obliged to pur def 7 0 of ghe 1 var 
tors, as They did, at the Expence of 22, 500, 
in the OY 17293 nor, ſhould, Fu Ae 
15 the Legifature have pals' it wigs not 
or a hs and certain. Title toit, which is 
now become an Aſtabliſtment, to be annually 
provided for, like Gibraltar aud other Places; 
and whatever Diſputes there hayg., been con- 


cerning our Right, it was e 
TA 


the Legilatyre ee it a nati 


cern, as it. is now... How chereſare can Thoſe, 
who. have draw! the N ay" into th Conteſt, 
and put. Us to 4 great an Expence, ever ac- 
knowledge that it was, wrong and Dane 


as They, will, Sing it up, at preſent 


ſince They mu knen, before They 
put the Nation to th, Expeuce lh the Rea- 
ſons and Ar ents of Sparu 82 not conſent- 


to our olleſhon. IF it? Would not They 
be anbei, f in the Opinion of Mankind, 
for all the Money given by the Publich, and 
what was collected by prevat: Charitjes, as 
well as the Hardſhips. and Injuſtice it would 
be to all Thoſe, who have gone to ſettle there, 
under the Sanction of r 8 Acts of Pat- 


liament, which it mu ee 'd were 
ounded upon our * ight to 7/hoſg 
Places 


a 


* 
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Places Can it therefore, I ſay, be given up 
by Thoſe, who have done all This? _ 

It is true, indeed, that the Affairs of the 
Sonth Sa Company are not ſettled by this Con- 
vention, or even ſo much as mention'd ; but 
yet They are eſſentially eoncermd in it, be- 
ing oblig'd to pay 68000 /. towards the Bal- 
lance. The Hardſhip of This makes it ne- 
ceſſary to look a little back into their Con- 
cerns.. : KY, 

The Company, in July 1734, addreſs'd his 
Majeſty for Leave to part with therr Trade, 
and Sir Thomas Geraldino had Power to trear 
with Them about it. But it came to no di- 
rect Propoſals; bceauſe his Majefty's Anſwer 
was underſtood to be againſt it. However, 
it was ſuggeſted, that the Company was to 
have certain Duties, in Lieu of their Trade, 
to be collected in Old Spain, upon Goods 
brought from the Meſt Indies, which it was 
reckon'd would produce 7000 J. a Year. 
On the 15th of May 1738, the Com- 
pany again addrefs'd his Majeſty. They 
complain d of the new Difficulties They 
were put under, which They thought were 
delign'd to force Them to part with their 
Trade. They likewife complain'd of not be- 
ing able to get the Money that was fiez'd, du- 
ring the Rupture between the two Crowns ; 
that there was now due to Them, according 
to the Spanrards Account, 1,500,000 Pieces 
of Eight, and much more by their own Ace 
count ; though the King of Spain inſiſted on 
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the immediate Payment of the Money pre- 
tended to be due to Him On the 2 ĩſt 
of January 1736-7, They once more ad- 
dreſs d his Majeſty, and ſet forth, that They 
could get no Anſwer for large Quantities of 
Goods. ſie d, and which ought to have been 
reſtor d, in Purſuance of the Treaty of Se- 
wille; that They had ſeveral Schedulas for 
Reſtitution, which had been of no Effect —— 
In their Addreſs to his Majeſty, the zoth of 
June 1737, They laid — his Majeſty the 
Plan of Accommodation, as agreed to by Sir 
Thomas Geraldino and Themſelves, and aſter- 
wards agreed to in a General Court; which 
in Subſtance was to. this Effect, that They 
would pay the Duty on Negroes, after the 
Rate of 52 4 per Dollar; which, together 
with the Profits of the Ship Ral Caroline, 
ſhould be paid immediately; and, in Return, 
They were to have a full and ſufficient Se- 
. curity for the Payment of what was due to 
Them, and that their Term was not to expire 
at the End of thirty Tears abſolutely, 
but as They had ſuffer'd great Interruptions 
already, it was to End after thirty tra- 
dimg Tears. His Majeſty's Anſwer to this 
Addreſs was, by his Secretary of State, that 


He ſaw no Reaſon to diſapprove the Tn 


of Accommodation, mention'd by Them, and 
Mr. Keene was order'd to uſe his Endeavours, 
at the Court of Spain, for perfeQting his 
Agreement. The little, that hath paſs'd ſince, 
could be only explanatory of Th —_— 
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for the Court of Directors are neither autho- 
riz d, nor have any Power to depart from it; 


having had no General Court ſince, upon this 


Affair — Is it not therefore very hard upon 
the Company that one Part of the Accommo- 
dation ſhould be put in Execution againſt 
Them, under the Pretence of its being con- 
feſsd by Them that They would pay the 

ing of Spain 68,000 l; when the anly In- 
ducement for offering it was, that They might 


have the Benefit of the other Part of the 


ſame Agreement; I mean the thirty Tra- 
ding Tears, and Security for their Debts, or 
at lcaſt that the 68,000 J. ſhould only be 
deducted out of the Debt own'd to be due 
from Spain, and therefore Qught not to be 
paid by the Compauy? But by this Agree- 


ment of Mr Keene, They are put into his 


Catholic Majeſty's Mercy, and in Danger of 
loſing both their Ty/ade and their Debts. 

As it was impoſlible that the Directors, if 
this Convention was communicated to Them, 
could agree to ſuch Terms, ſo it was very 
improbable that heir Proprietors would. But 
as the Convention ſigned here, on the gth of 
September laſt, was not fatisfaQtory to the 


King of Spain, upon this Account, He did in 


a very unuſual Manner inſert, in his Ratifica- 
tion of it, a Declaration of the fame Import 
as the preſcnt' Proteſt. This was not only 
contrary to the common Forms of Treaties, 


but the Thing itſelf would have been known 


as Pon as the. Treaty was communicated to 


oh 
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the World — A new Convention therefore 
became neceſlary, and another Manner of do- 
ing it was to be found out. Accordingly 

r Keene had full Powers fign'd on the'gth 
of . November laſt, in which it is ſaid, © Ag 
« alſo upon Articles, whether sECRET or 
« SEPARATE, and laſtly u all Things 
* which ſhall Seem Mosr | rp for pro- 
„ moting and perfecting the ſaid Work.” 
Where is the Difference between this preſent 


Convention, and That of September laſt, e- 


cept in what hath been already faid, with 
Relation to the South-Sea Company ® ——— 
What Occaſion was there for impowering 
Mr Keene to conclude ſecret Articles? —— 
Was the Nature of our Diſputes ſuch, that 
our Stipulations in former Treaties ought to 
be kept ſecret from foreign Nations, or from 
Nurſehves o not the latter Words, which 
are altogether new in theſe Caſes of Commercial 
Treaties, ſhew too that fon Method, or Form, 
was to be ſettled, which might have the ſame 
Effect of forcing the Company into it, and yet 
from the Manner in which it was done, . it 
might be kept a Secret, till the other Part 
of the Treaty had been approv'd ? — The 
Manner therefore, in which it is now done, at 
laſt, ſeems to prove the Conſciouſneſs of Thoſe, 
| who had the Management of it, that the 


Thing was blameable in itſelf, and that this 


new Form was to ſerve only for a Screen to it. 
But if it is really lameable, will it not be 


* 
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equally ſo to let this clandeſtine Action, as it 
muſt now be call'd, ever have any Effect? 

Me muſt next conſider the Declaration, that 
was made by Monſ. de la Quadra, on the 
toth of January 1739 N. S.; ſinee it in ſome 
Degree affects the Validity of the whole Treaty. 
This was not communicated to the World 
with the Treaty itſelf; but too ſoon, as ſome 
People may think, to the South Sea Company, 
by which Means it became publick. The 
main Difficulty, which was - the Refuſal of 
the Company, not being to be got over, this 
mew Method was found out to force Them into 
it, and the Intereſt of all their Proprietors 
facrific'd, in order to procure this boaſted Con- 
Dention; fince They muſt either pay the 
Money demanded, or their Trade will be ſuſ- 
pended till They do. Nothing can be ſtronger 
than this Declaration, nor more in the Style 
of Spam. It is the Condition, upon which 
the Treaty was fign'd four Days afterwards; 
and it is faid to be, © in Conſequence of re- 
« peated Memorials and Conferences, that have 
<« pals'd with Mr Keene, having therein agreed, 
* with reciprocal Accord, that the * De- 
claratiom ſhall be made as the eſſential and pre- 
« iſe Means to overcome the ſo much debated 
« Diſputes, and in order that the ſaid Convention 
may be ſigned.” It hath been pretended 
that hie Proteſt had no Relation to the Treaty, 
and that none of our Miniſters, either abroad 
or at home, had any Concern it. But can it 
be read by any Man, of common Senſe, with- 
| Out 


out ſeeing that our Miniſter, Mr Xeeue, a- 
grees to it, as the eſſential Means to overcome 
Diſputes, that the Convention may be ſign'd? 
Nay, the Proteſt goes farther, and declares, 
« that under the Validity and Force of this 
« Proteſt, the ſigning of the ſaid Convention 
« may be proceeded on, and in no other Mau- 
ner, ſo that it may not be eluded by any 
„Motive or Pretext whatſoever,” —— Does 
not This affect the Validity of the Treaty; 
ſince it was the only Condition, upon which 
Spain would proceed upon it and ſign it? — Mr 

eene's Letters, which are ſince produc'd, evi- 
dently proye, what was only ſuſpected before, 
that this whole Article was negotiated and 
concluded with his Privity and Conſent; for in 
the firſt of them, dated the 6th of January 
N. 8. He ſays; © that, in order to come 
« to an Explanation, with Regard 10 ſigning 


« the Convention; it was thought proper to 


« go and declare verbally to your Excellency, 
« as I did yeſterday, that I was ready to ſign 
« the Convention, as ſoon as his Catholick Ma- 
« jeſty ſhould'think proper, upon the Foot We 
had agreed; v1z. of a ſeparate Act, for pre- 
'« ſerving the Peace between the two Nations, 
« and without having any Relation to the 
« Affairs of the South-Sea Company ; and that 
« as to what relates to thoſe Affairs, I charg'd 
« Myſelf to notify to Court, as well as 
« to the Company, the Right of Suſpenſion, 
«© which his Catholick Majefty reſerv d to Him- 
« ſelf. ——The whole Streſs of the Argument 

: 18 


— — 


„ 0 


is at preſent * upon theſe Wards, withou? 
having any Relation to the Affairs of the 
Company, not conſidering, what went before, 
or after them, as if it were poſſible to ſeparate 
them from the reſt, and make Senſe of the 
whole But, pray, why are thoſe Words 
there? —— Does it not imply that a Peace 
could not be obtain'd from Spain, unleſs the 
South-Sea Company were left to the Diſcretiorr 
of Spain ?— What particular Reaſons could 
— be ſor ſuch a gras 4, to Them, in 
Oppolition to a ſeparate or preſer din 
Pee, 7 Ae 1 They 2 in Cone 
quence, to be given up; and yet whatever 
They ſuffer juſtly, or unjuſtly, is to be no 
Breach of that Peace ? — Otherwiſe, why 
were not their Affairs left to be diſcuſs d 
and decided, and not put into this Condition, 
which will force Them to pay what is pre- 
tended to be due to Spain, without any Re- 
gard to what is due to Them. 

But let us conſider this Aﬀarr, in any Shape, 
and it will appear that our Miniſter muſt know 
of — dee which, as it is there ſaid, 
2 eed upon with reciprocal Accord, as 
* the's * and preciſe Means to overeome 
«the ſo much — Diſputes — But 
does not all This come out ſtill Stronger, 
ſince it appears from Monſ. de la Quadra s 
Letter, that, upon this Agreement, the very 
Day his full oer — Sign'd, and the 
Day ub the Declaration was made, being 
the roth of Januaty, He wrote to Mr. Keene 
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in this Manner? — Herewith I tranſmit 
<. you the King's Declaration, in which his 
« Majeſty. proteſts that he reſerves the Right 
9 Faſpend ing the Aſento Contract, in a 
“ proper Time mention d therein; and I hope 
© that, according to our Agreement, you will 
give me Advice of having receiv'd it, inorder 
to notify the Contents of it to your Court, 
as well as the Company; and that, in order 
eto prevent any Doubt, or Eqruocation, you 
< will be pleas'd to expreſs the Contents of it 
* in your —_— for the greater Security of 
te the aith of our reſpective Proceeds 
ing“ —— To this we may add, that Mr. 
Keene did, the very next Day, acknowledge 
the Receipt of this Letter, and promis'd to 
ſend it to his Court, and the Company. What 
therefore muſt be ſaid of Thoſe, who have the 
Aſſurance to tell us, that it was only a private 
Proteſt 4 a Miniſter of Spain, which there- 
fore could not affect England, as it was not 
even known, or communicated to his Maje- 
ſty's Miniſter * Whereas at laſt it came out, to 
be not only agreed on, in general, by our Mi- 
niſter, under his Hand, before it was Sign d; 
but in the Form it was ſent Him, was ſaid to 
be the Declaration and Proteſt of the King 
of Spain, agreed upon by reciprocal Accord; and 
that all This ſhould be acknowledg'd under 
Mr. Keene's own Hand, without making any 
one Obſeryation, or Objection to it, muſt aſto- 
niſh all Mankind —— But to ſign the Conven. 
tion, three Days afterwards, when He kne of 
I an 
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and of Courſe a the whole Mean- 

ing and — Jury which. made 
_ the Condition, upon which the Treaty was to 
he proceeded on, is what I muſt — to the 
Judgment of my Superiors. 

"The Declaration, after all, was known 
hete, before his Majeſty ratify d the Conventi- 
on, Which was the 24th of January O. S. and 
this Declaration was ſign'd and deliver d to 
Mr. Keene the roth of January N. S. By 
This the Campamy is at leaſt put out of his 
Majeſty's Protection; ſince it is agreed that 
the Suſpenſion of their Trade is not to be look'd 
upon as a: Breach of the Peace. It is-certain= 
ly. the firſt Treaty, in which any Thing of this 
Kind hath been done, as it leaves the ( 
and their Proprietors no Reſource of Juſtice 
2 but by reſolving immediately not 

to pay the Morey thus extorted from Them 
But hir Point ought to be animadverted up- 
on in aber Manner than it is Proper for Me 
to do here, g 

What — We now think of all our 
Complaints of Loſſes, ſor twenty five Vears, 

without any Neſtitutiun; the frequent Sie- 
zures of the Effects of the Soulh- Sea - Com- 
pPagy; the many Complaints in Parlia- 
nent; the great Squadrons ſent to protect 
our Trade, and procure Reparationz what, I 
N mult We think upon ſeeing all our Ne- 
- gotiations ſumm'd up, in this Manner, and 
a NO in a Ballance upon the whole, of 
- 5 2700 
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27, ooo, I. to be paid. by Spain, and even That 
haps in kn e 
pon this State of the Caſe, every impar- 
tial Perſon muſt imagine that the Les were 
inconſiderable; and that the only Thing ne- 
ceſſary to be obtain d, after all, was ful ure 
Security by aſſerting our Rights — But This 
cannot be ſo much as pretended to be done by 
this Treaty; ſince every Thing is referr'd to 
the Regulation of Plenipotentiaries, before 
another Seſſion of Parliament. The Reſtitu- 
tion to our Merchants of 1 55,000 /, for their 
Lofles of 430,000 i, cannot be eſteem'd ſa- 
tisfaQtory—Thepaying for the Spaniſb Fleet, in 
this Manner, is what every Engliſt man muſt 
ſenſibly feel in his own Breaſt——The giving 
up of Georgia will be eſteem'd very diſhonou- 
rable to the Legiſſature, which hath paſs'd ſo 

many. Acts for maintaining it — The 
Sea Company's paying down 68,000, J. when 
ſo much larger Sums are allow'd to be due to 
Them, is a Sort of Juſtice, which never ap- 

pear'd in any Treaty before. 5 
In this ſhort _— is — — the whole 
Subſtance of the preſent Trenty. Let Thoſe 
approve it, who pt and let Thoſe — 
it, who have the Poꝛver, if it ſhould deſerve 
Cenſure. But let not Thoſe, who are tho- 
roughly convinc'd that it is both detrimental 
and di ſhonourable to the Nation approve it, for 
the Sake of one Man only, at the Expence of 
their Country. Let Them conſider that if it 
is really a bad Treaty, their Approbation will 
= not 
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not only involve Them in the Guilt of it, but 
rivet it upon a Nati which ſeems to be al- 
moſt univerſally diſpos'd againſt it. The 
Credit, that hath N been given to de- 
tuſrve Negotiations, and foro d Gon ſtructions 
of our late Treaties, which rather tended to 
ſtrengthen the Pretenſions of Spain, hath 

brought Us to the Condition We are now in; 
and the Queſtion, in Effect, is the ſame as af 
Tear; That is, whether the Dominion of t. 


Sea, and the Freedom of Navigation and Com- 


mnerce, ſhall be facrific'd td the wild Pretenſi- 


ons of Spain, by admitting their Right to plun- 

der Us, under the Colour of S EHARCHIRG 

with AN LIxirs WHATSOEVER. 
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OSS CRI. 
8 I'N CE: the forcgeing Sheets went to the Preſs, 
I have ſeen Two "Accounts, ſaid to be ſettled 
between Spain and One of our Commiſſaries, which 
ure of 2 D ee a Nature, thut I muſt take 
ſome other Opportunity of making my Remarks upon 
them, unleſs 1 find" it done before by an abler Hand. 


b » 7 7 * 7 ; "ET 
P. 11. T. 10. for 160 read 1670, 
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